It has been argued, that this distinction is imaginary, and that there is no analogy whatever between fractures of the cranium and fractures of the long bones. The objection is more specious than solid. If there be a compound fracture of the femur, will any one be so bold as to affirm, that the danger which ensues is merely dependent on the injury of the bone ? Does the patient die of caries of the bone, of necrosis, or exfoliation, or rather, when he sinks, is it not by reason of the mischief to the soft parts, the blood-vessels, the nerves, the muscles, or 
